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(c) Exception for beneficiaries and State 
Medicaid Agencies that file reconsider-
ation requests. (1) Beneficiaries and 
State Medicaid Agencies that file re-
quests for reconsideration are not re-
quired to comply with the require-
ments of paragraph (a) of this section. 
However, the automatic 14-day exten-
sion described in paragraph (b) of this 
section applies to each evidence sub-
mission made after the request for re-
consideration is filed. 

(2) Beneficiaries who are represented 
by providers or suppliers must comply 
with the requirements of paragraph (a) 
of this section. 

§ 405.968 Conduct of a reconsideration. 

(a) General rules. (1) A reconsider-
ation consists of an independent, on- 
the-record review of an initial deter-
mination, including the redetermina-
tion and all issues related to payment 
of the claim. In conducting a reconsid-
eration, the QIC reviews the evidence 
and findings upon which the initial de-
termination, including the redeter-
mination, was based, and any addi-
tional evidence the parties submit or 
that the QIC obtains on its own. If the 
initial determination involves a find-
ing on whether an item or service is 
reasonable and necessary for the diag-
nosis or treatment of illness or injury 
(under section 1862(a)(1)(A) of the Act), 
a QIC’s reconsideration must involve 
consideration by a panel of physicians 
or other appropriate health care profes-
sionals, and be based on clinical experi-
ence, the patient’s medical records, and 
medical, technical, and scientific evi-
dence of record to the extent applica-
ble. 

(b) Authority of the QIC. (1) National 
coverage determinations (NCDs), CMS 
Rulings, and applicable laws and regu-
lations are binding on the QIC. 

(2) QICs are not bound by LCDs, 
LMRPs, or CMS program guidance, 
such as program memoranda and man-
ual instructions, but give substantial 
deference to these policies if they are 
applicable to a particular case. A QIC 
may decline to follow a policy, if the 
QIC determines, either at a party’s re-
quest or at its own discretion, that the 
policy does not apply to the facts of 
the particular case. 

(3) If a QIC declines to follow a policy 
in a particular case, the QIC’s reconsid-
eration explains the reasons why the 
policy was not followed. 

(4) A QIC’s decision to decline to fol-
low a policy under this section applies 
only to the specific claim being recon-
sidered and does not have precedential 
effect. 

(5) A QIC may raise and develop new 
issues that are relevant to the claims 
in a particular case provided that the 
contractor rendered a redetermination 
with respect to the claims. 

(c) Qualifications of the QIC’s panel 
members. (1) Members of a QIC’s panel 
who conduct reconsiderations must 
have sufficient medical, legal, and 
other expertise, including knowledge of 
the Medicare program. 

(2) When a redetermination is made 
with respect to whether an item or 
service is reasonable and necessary 
(section 1862(a)(1)(A) of the Act), the 
QIC designates a panel of physicians or 
other appropriate health care profes-
sionals to consider the facts and cir-
cumstances of the redetermination. 

(3) Where a claim pertains to the fur-
nishing of treatment by a physician, or 
the provision of items or services by a 
physician, a reviewing professional 
must be a physician. 

(d) Disqualification of a QIC panel 
member. No physician or health care 
professional employed by or otherwise 
working for a QIC may review deter-
minations regarding— 

(1) Health care services furnished to a 
patient if that physician or health care 
professional was directly responsible 
for furnishing those services; or 

(2) Health care services provided in or 
by an institution, organization, or 
agency, if that physician or health care 
professional or any member of the phy-
sician’s family or health care profes-
sional’s family has, directly or indi-
rectly, a significant financial interest 
in that institution, organization, or 
agency (see the term family member as 
defined in § 405.902). 

§ 405.970 Timeframe for making a re-
consideration. 

(a) General rule. Within 60 calendar 
days of the date the QIC receives a 
timely filed request for reconsideration 
or any additional time provided by 
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